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March 20, 2013 
 
Dear Representative,  
 
The National Transitional Jobs Network – a national coalition dedicated to getting chronically 
unemployed Americans back to work which is made up of thousands of employment, training 
and service providers, anti-poverty, workforce, reentry, and homelessness advocates, 
researchers, and government officials writes to express serious concern with the Fiscal Year 
2014 House Republican Budget Resolution. We believe that every person is entitled to a fair 
start in life, access to opportunity, a life of dignity, safety, and well-being. Values like these are 
the bedrock of our beliefs in America.  
 
Deciding how and where to raise and spend federal public resources – in order to balance the 
budget, keep our government running, and manage the federal deficit -  should come down to 
choices that reflect our values and beliefs. The Fiscal Year 2014 House Republican Budget 
Resolution largely fails to reflect and uphold these values for every American.  
 
Of particular concern is that the committee-passed budget resolution fails to replace the 
current non-defense discretionary (NDD) sequester—although it would replace the defense 
sequester—and instead would seek to cut NDD programs by an additional $700 billion below 
post-sequester levels. This resolution would make cuts to non-defense discretionary programs 
much worse, reducing federal investments in these programs by $1.1 trillion below the current 
Budget Control Act spending caps over the next 10 years. 
 
The indiscriminate across-the-board cuts to non-defense discretionary programs as result of 
sequestration threaten to negatively impact hundreds of thousands of jobs, government 
services, national security and our economy. These programs – such as housing, refugee 
services, employment and training, children’s nutrition and health care, child care and others 
uphold and reflect American values such as access to fair start in life, access to opportunity, a 
life of dignity, safety, and well-being for millions of Americans. This current budget resolution 
further erodes these critical programs, which have already absorbed deep cuts, and fails to 
uphold values such as access to a fair start in life, opportunity, a life of dignity, safety, and well-
being for all.   
 
Well-Being.  
We believe that a life of well-being and wellness should be available to every American. Indeed, 
quality physical and mental health is central to every person’s ability to learn, work, and be a 
productive member of their community. Sufficient, quality, accessible, and affordable medical 
care, available to all ages regardless of income level or work status, is a cost-effective 
investment in wellness. The committee-passed budget resolution threatens access to health 
services that are critical to achieving and maintaining wellness and well-being for millions of 
Americans. The resolution proposes to turn the Medicaid program – a program that is a safety 
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net for the most vulnerable, including low-income children, seniors, mothers-to-be and those 
with disabilities – into a block grant. Moreover, it would double-down on budget cuts by 
slashing Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance programs by $756 billion over ten years.  
Additionally, the House Republican Budget Resolution would cut Medicare spending by $356 
billion. Finally, the committee-passed resolution would repeal the Affordable Care Act, ending 
the subsidies for health insurance and the Medicaid expansion called for in the legislation.   
  
Opportunity.  
We believe in opportunity for all. Access to employment and opportunities to advance to a 
better job through education and skills building will lift families out of poverty, maintain and 
build the middle class and benefit our communities for generations. Indeed, education and 
employment are the cornerstones of the American Dream. The committee-passed resolution 
threatens access to opportunity and mobility for millions of Americans. The resolution would 
put postsecondary education out of reach for millions of low-income individuals by cutting 
funding for the Pell grant program. The plan would cut Pell benefits and eligibility, freeze the 
maximum grant and eliminate nearly $100 billion in mandatory funding for Pell. The budget 
resolution would make it particularly difficult for working adults and other non-traditional 
students to afford postsecondary education, because the proposal would eliminate eligibility 
for less-than-half-time students, reduce the income protection allowance, and lower the income 
thresholds for zero expected family contribution. The committee-passed proposal would also 
count benefits such as the child tax credit, TANF or EITC as income for the purposes of 
calculating Pell awards. Additionally, while the committee-passed budget resolution does not 
specify where the non-defense discretionary funding cuts will occur, it is clear that public 
employment, workforce, and skills training programs will bear additional deep cuts on top of 
the cuts imposed by sequestration. Further, the budget resolution takes harsh steps to disallow 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) from approving Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) program waivers to states that submit plans for demonstration and 
evaluation projects that promote employment entry, retention, advancement and access to 
jobs. Governors across the county have said they want more flexibility in designing 
employment, training, and education programs to meet the needs of individuals who face 
chronic unemployment and those with barriers to employment. Eroding state flexibility to 
develop and test innovative approaches geared to getting more people to work limits access to 
opportunity and mobility for millions of people.  
 
Dignity & Fair Start.  
We believe that every American should live with dignity and have access to a fair start in life. 
Upholding these values for every American means that we should provide our children the best 
chance in life to succeed, our seniors the respect they deserve, and uphold commitments to 
those who have worked and fallen on hard times and those who need a safety net in times of 
need.  The committee-passed budget resolution deeply erodes an American commitment to 
values of dignity and a fair start in life. First, the budget resolution proposes to cut the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by $135 billion – thus slashing access to 
nutrition assistance for millions of people and children. The proposal also seeks to cut other 
mandatory programs that uphold dignity for millions of people and access to a fair start to 
millions of children by nearly $1 trillion more.  Although the committee-passed budget 
resolution does not specify what mandatory programs would be cut, it is likely that critical 
programs that provide a lifeline for millions would be affected including Supplemental Security 
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Income (SSI) for poor elderly and disabled, child nutrition programs, unemployment insurance, 
child care, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), and child welfare services.  
 
Safety. 
We believe that every American deserves to live in safety – shelter, housing and access to 
protections – is fundamental to establishing and preserving the safety and well-being and 
ensuring the success of families and communities.  While the resolution does not assign cuts to 
budget categories, we assume that critical NDD programs that provide access to safety and 
protections such as housing and shelter, education, refugee services and transportation will be 
threatened. Such cuts threaten the safety and security of millions of people. Additional cuts 
would result in fewer job opportunities, rising poverty, hunger and homelessness at a time of 
already heightened unemployment, poverty and hardship. 
 
Every day these programs and others support economic growth and strengthen the safety and 
security of every American in every state and community across the nation. These programs 
reflect and uphold our American commitment to ensuring that everyone has access to a 
fair start in life, to opportunity, and a life of dignity, safety, and well-being.  
 
Taken together, the Fiscal Year 2014 House Republican Budget Resolution moves our country 
further away from reflecting and upholding these values for every American. We thank the 
Committee for their attention these important issues.  
 
Questions or requests for more information can be directed to Melissa Young at 
myoung@heartlandalliance.org.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Melissa Young 
Associate Director 
National Transitional Jobs Network 
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights  
www.transitionaljobs.net 
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