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March 20, 2013 
 
Dear Senator:  
 
The National Transitional Jobs Network – a national coalition dedicated to getting chronically 
unemployed Americans back to work which is made up of thousands of employment, training 
and service providers, anti-poverty, workforce, reentry, and homelessness advocates, 
researchers, and government officials writes to express favor with the budget approach 
outlined in the Fiscal Year 2014 Senate Budget Resolution. We believe that every person is 
entitled to a fair start in life, access to opportunity, a life of dignity, safety, and well-being. 
Values like these are the bedrock of our beliefs in America.  
 
Deciding how and where to raise and spend federal public resources – in order to balance the 
budget, keep our government running, and manage the federal deficit -  should come down to 
choices that reflect our values and beliefs. The Fiscal Year 2014 Senate Budget Resolution takes 
important steps forward in upholding these values for every American.  
 
Murray’s budget resolution begins by replacing sequestration with a balanced approach to 
deficit reduction. The indiscriminate across-the-board cuts to non-defense discretionary 
programs as result of sequestration threaten to negatively impact hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, government services, national security and our economy. These non-defense 
discretionary (NDD) programs – such as shelter, housing, refugee services, employment and 
training, children’s nutrition and health care, child care and others reflect commitment to 
upholding values such as access to fair start in life, access to opportunity, a life of dignity, 
safety, and well-being for millions of Americans. NDD programs have borne the brunt of deficit 
reduction efforts already and we applaud efforts to replace sequestration.   
 
Well-Being.  
We believe that a life of well-being and wellness should be available to every American. Indeed, 
quality physical and mental health is central to every person’s ability to learn, work, and be a 
productive member of their community. Sufficient, quality, accessible, and affordable medical 
care, available to all ages regardless of income level or work status, is a cost-effective 
investment in wellness. We praise efforts that would protect investments made in the 
Affordable Care Act and the position within Murray’s budget resolution stating that “we need to 
preserve, protect, and improve the Medicare program – not dismantle it.” According to the 
narrative, the budget resolution ensures that Medicaid will continue to fulfill its mission as a 
safety net for the most vulnerable, including low-income children, seniors, mothers-to-be and 
those with disabilities. Further, the budget resolution indicates that health care savings will not 
be achieved by reducing benefits or eligibility, but by systemic savings. We favor this approach 
and believe that preserving, protecting, and improving on access to health care services for all 
is critical to upholding the value of wellness and well-being for millions.  
 

http://www.transitionaljobs.net/
http://www.heartlandalliance.org/ntjn/policy-and-advocacy/america-believes-campaign.html
http://budget.senate.gov/democratic/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=c951a802-7600-4111-97c9-20bccc9c69d8
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Opportunity. 
We believe in access to opportunity for all. Access to employment and opportunities to advance 
to a better job through education and skills building will lift families out of poverty, maintain 
and build the middle class and benefit our communities for generations. Indeed, education and 
employment are the cornerstones of the American Dream.  We applaud the recognition within 
Murray’s budget resolution for the need to build pathways out of poverty into the middle class 
through targeted investments to put people back to work right away, job training to fill existing 
job openings and high-quality education. We appreciate the job-creation measures included in 
this resolution including $50 billion to put workers back on the job repairing transportation 
infrastructure and updating mass transit; $10 billion to create jobs fixing nation’s major dams 
and dredging and maintaining ports; and $20 billion to jump‐start repairs and technology 
infrastructure investments in schools. These are important investments. We encourage 
proportional investment in job training services and recommend that these services and job 
creation opportunities are targeted and designed in such a way as to benefit all Americans – 
especially those who have been economically and socially disadvantaged. The resolution also 
proposes $10 billion to invest in worker training programs for young people and adults to 
expand their skills - important to meeting the needs of workers and employers today. 
Additionally, we praise the inclusion of targeted supports to get the long-term back to work as 
the resolution indicates that “workforce development and job training programs will target a 
portion to specifically meeting the needs of the long-term unemployed.” Finally, we are pleased 
with the resolution’s commitment to target a portion of workforce development and job 
training funding to disconnected youth through job training, summer and year-round 
employment, and the use of career pathways to prepare them for existing jobs and for their 
long-term career success.  
 
Dignity & Fair Start.  
We believe that every American should live with dignity and have access to a fair start in life. 
Upholding these values for every American means that we should provide our children the best 
chance in life to succeed, our seniors the respect they deserve, and uphold commitments to 
those who have worked and fallen on hard times and those who need a safety net in times of 
need. Murray’s budget resolution indicates its strong support for Head Start and Early Head 
Start programs which serve nearly a million low-income children and positively benefit 
emotional, social, and cognitive development of young children and provide the foundation for 
lifelong learning and a fair start. The resolution also invests in the Child Care Development and 
Block Grant (CCDBG) – which provides vital child care services to allow more families to work, 
work more hours, sustain employment, and earn higher wages. The combination of income and 
quality child care services positively benefits children and their development for a lifetime. 
Murray’s budget resolution indicates that it strongly supports the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). WIC is critical to serving the 
nutritional needs of women and infants and reduces the likelihood of poor health outcomes – 
thus contributing to cost-savings and positive development. We applaud the Murray budget 
resolution for its commitment to upholding the safety net system and protecting the most 
vulnerable Americans which we believe is essential to preserving and protecting the dignity 
and well-being of millions of people. We especially praise the protection of funding for the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) which continues to support the nutritional 
needs of children, seniors, individuals with disabilities, and very low-income individuals and 
families.  
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Safety. 
We believe that every American deserves to live in safety – shelter, housing and access to 
protections – is fundamental to establishing and preserving the safety and well-being and 
ensuring the success of families and communities. We applaud Murray’s budget resolution for 
recognizing that housing is critical for all Americans and that the government must play a role 
in ensuring that vulnerable Americans are safely housed. Replacing sequestration and thereby 
avoiding cuts to housing programs goes a long way toward ensuring that we uphold a 
commitment to safety for all. In addition to taking steps forward to ensure that every American 
is housed, Murray’s budget increases funding for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) to assist low-income individuals with energy costs. LIHEAP plays a critical 
role in ensuring that low-income Americans do not have to choose between home heating or 
cooling and other family expenses and reduces the likelihood that people with have health 
issues and be food insecure.  
 
Every day these programs and others support economic growth and strengthen the safety and 
security of every American in every state and community across the nation. These programs 
reflect and uphold our American commitment to ensuring that everyone has access to a 
fair start in life, to opportunity, and a life of dignity, safety, and well-being.  
 
Taken together, the Fiscal Year 2014 Senate Budget Resolution moves our country in the right 
direction toward reflecting and upholding these values for every American. We thank the 
Committee for its attention these important issues.  
 
Questions or requests for more information can be directed to Melissa Young at 
myoung@heartlandalliance.org.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Melissa Young 
Associate Director 
National Transitional Jobs Network 
Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights  
www.transitionaljobs.net 
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